MON.                          399
With us here the most remarkable monastery was that at Bangor, of which Pelagius was Abbot; there were above 2000 monks in that monastery: and when any of them in this or other religious houses was found capable of holy orders by his superiors, then he was ordained, not by the Abbot, but by the Bishop. ~
In this monastery, men were educated both in religion and learning, more like the education now in our colleges, than in the ancient Egyptian monasteries, where they laboured as well as prayed, and so did the Benedictines at the first institution of their order; for St. Bernard himself despised learning, and took no care about it, but that his monks might be distinguished by prayer, fasting, and hard labour.
And so early as the days of Ethelfrid, King of Northumberland, he saw 2000 monks praying in the field for the success of the Britons against him, who thereupon told his army that those men fought by prayers, but they with the sword; and therefore bid them fail on, which they did, and killed all those monks in a field near Chester. We only mention this to shew that the monks in those times were not men of learning, but wholly devoted to prayers; it is true, by the constitutions of Charles the Great, which were made above 200years before that time; schools were appointed for instructing young men both in monasteries and cathedrals, which gave the first encouragement to learning; and probably there might be some of those monks who applied themselves to studies, though very few; however, by this way of living, both religion and learning were thought to be advanced; and the monks of that age were not only divines, but historians; and being brought into holy orders, and living under certain rules, they were so far encouraged in that course of life, that by several exemptions they were almost freed from the jurisdiction of the Ordinary; for they were not subject to him out of duty but choice, as having liberty to choose what Bishop they would to ordain them; but when once they made their election, they were to continue subject to him during his life.
In a little time they came to be distinct, not only from the laity, but from the secular clergy; for it is true, they never meddled with the cure of souls, but they busied